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South Asian association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) is the regional forum of South Asian countries – India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Maldives and Afghanistan. The last one has been recently incorporated in the forum. Launched in the mid 80s, the forum couldn’t proceed substantially. 

Whereas, the neighboring grouping ASEAN has generally been hailed as one of the most successful experiment in regional cooperation in the developing world, particularly in its ability to manage conflicts and maintain peace and security in Southeast Asia. On the other hand, SAARC is perceived as a moribund organization. It has made little progress in furthering peace and cooperation in the region. 


Regionalism is indeed peculiar to its own region making for a different set of challenges, which each regional grouping has to address by evolving suitable models of conflict management and regional cooperation.  


Moreover, the SAARC countries like EU, ASEAN and other groupings couldn’t take effective steps to reduce trade-gap among the member countries -- even the economic agreement SAFTA is yet to be implemented although it was signed in the early 90s. 

Besides, they have failed to remove chronic barriers concerning domestic and external trade. It so happened due to distrust among the member countries. Above all, the SAARC charter itself doesn’t allow to solve long pending bilateral issues and problems. As a result, peace in the region has been hampered badly, paving the way for widespread terrorism in different banners including ethnic struggle and up rise of militants including Taliban. 

What we see in the region that Sri Lanka is struggling with 30 yrs old war between the government and Tamil rebels, Pakistan has been facing ethnic problems along with the existence of Taliban, India toiling with pending Kashmir issue, ethnic problems in seven sisters as well as communal conflict in other parts, and Bangladesh at risk with the rapid growth of religious militants. Who will solve these problems, the Super Powers, UNO? The answer should be a big NO. The regional member countries, through the forum or bilateral/ trilateral meetings have to resolve these problems and it is very much possible. 

Through this regional forum security can also be ensured. What is needed is the free will the willingness to solve the problems for the betterment of the vast multitude. 

 Politicians, the government in particular, need to find out ways to solve the problems and to take effective measures to eliminate the problems. But, they have almost failed to do so, rather different. Governments have lingered those issues – it is true in cases of Sri Lanka, India and Pakistan. Bangladesh is no exception, although a peace treaty has been signed to end the war between tribal people and the government in Chittagong Hill Tract, now hill districts of Rangamati, Bandarban and Khagrachhri.

Perhaps, there is no scope to ignore Afghanistan, where prolonged wars and up rise of Taliban have destroyed its economy and the country as a whole. It happened due to the weakness of then government there. 

As the governments in the region have failed to manage their internal problems, violence is continuing in Sri Lanka, Afghanistan and even in Nepal. Failure of the politicians have created the situation to install emergency in Bangladesh. Bombing in a Bombay hotel is the latest one that has deteriorated the relation between the two countries. Following the incident, India and Pakistan are playing blame-game – India is alleging Pakistan for the attack while Pakistan is accusing India for it. 

Blame game is not the solution, the war for which India is preparing would not be able to solve it since both the countries possess nuclear bomb and weapons. Both the countries will be ruined if the nuclear bomb/weapon be used. 

What’s the way out? We need to look deep into the matter, the origin of all such problems, religious issue. It is true in case of both the countries, even it is applicable to Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. Elements as such are also available in Nepal, Bhutan and Maldives. 


As a matter of fact, the main problem lies with the ignorance of true religion. As a result, believers of all the religious groups including Muslim, Hindu, Christian, Buddhist, Jews and others are becoming fanatic in nature. Moreover, a majority of these people are not economically solvent but belong to middle-class societies who are usually hanker after social change. 

Utilizing these tendencies among the common believers, a section of people are involving or recruiting these people in various militant groups under the banner of religion and manipulating them towards destructive activities in and outside their countries.

    Unfortunately, the leaders of these militant groups are also 

not well educated and have got no clear conception about the religions and the Holy Books. That’s why, they either perhaps unknowingly misinterpreting and misquoting the Holy Books or intentionally doing so to fulfill their ulterior motive in the name of establishing religion based rule. Sometimes, it is found that these sort leaders preach that one can achieve heaven through sacrificing his life in the name of religion. 

They don’t know that not a single Holy Book supports such heinous act. Such ignorant leaders in disguise of religious leaders misinterpret and misquote Holy Book to motivate the recruited persons towards anti-religious and anti-social activities including suicidal attack. Mentionable, no Holy Book supports suicidal act. Rather, such an act is Punishable by all laws.

Summing up all the facts, we feel that immediate steps to be taken to check such militant activity, which is dismantling the image of all the true religions and Holy Books. World leaders are now convinced that such activities must be uprooted. But, they should realize that it cannot be stopped by force, through anti-terrorism drive alone in such countries.

We need to enlighten the common believers as well as the militants. 

Who will take the responsibility? Spiritual leaders, who have got thorough knowledge of particular Holy Books, can perform the job in an unbiased way. What’s the standard of it?

Since we are dealing mainly with the Indo-Pak Subcontinent, we can easily take Sri Ram Krishna, Swami Vivekananda, Sultanul Hind Garib-E-Newaz Hazrat Khawja Mainuddin Chisty (R.), Hazrat Mujadded Al-Fesani (R.), Hazrat Shah Jalal (R.) and such spiritual leaders of Buddhist and Christian community as the standard. 

Spiritual leaders as such were never vindictive, rather they spread religion in a non-violent way, which is the motto of Hazrat Musa (Moses), Hazrat Issa (Jesus Christ), Hazrat Muhammad (Peace be upon him),Sri Krishna and Goutama Buddha.

I believe, representatives of the aforesaid spiritual leaders can take the lead in educating the common believers with a view to give actual knowledge of the Holy Books. They can also help them to remove the misconceptions from their mind and society as a whole. So, the respective governments -- headed by genuine spiritual leaders, Sufiistic in particular - need to take concerted effort incorporating the concerned persons including politicians, intellectuals and other professionals. 

In fine, I will also suggest to introduce modern mediation practices in the light of the Holy Books. Hope it will work to rectify the militants and the common believers as well.

Allah Hafez.
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